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SURYECT: Brisfing of the Chalyman, Nougse Armed Forces Committee

1. Iz response to the Coaiyman's requeatl [Deputy

PO 25X’
pirector Tor Strategic and Defensive Systems, DUR&E/OBD) and the under-

met with him on 24 July 196% to discuse the relisbility of Boviet
and 18 intercontinental wallietic mispiles,

|
i
g. In the briefing, the folloving polnts wers brought out: 25X1

= -

b, Toe Soviet ICEz ave all liquid fusled, comparable in thet
respect to the UB Titen and Atlas misailes. Thelr testing records and pay-
icads are generelly campareble. Thege larpe, complicated migsiles ere
slowly being phesed out of the U5 inventory; on the other hand, the new
Soviet ICIMs being tested ere still liquid fueled.

¢, The Soviets do not have & solid-fueled YCBM camparable to the
Minuteman. They could not, therefore, achieve the reaction times with
their miseile force that the US can with the Minutemsn.

3. The new Soviet ICHEMe will probably be shle to carry substantislly
grester paylosds then the existing systems. This mesns warheads with greater
yields can be programmed or that multiple werbesds can be used. It alao 25X1

decoys and other penetration aids can 50 far
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e, The U8 and the UBSR heve followed greatly different ICBM deploy-
nent concepts. The U5 force is widely dispersed snd most of 1t is hardened.
Morsover, the Minutemen miselle which makes up the greatest part of the 1B
foree is lsunched from the silo. Probmbly for remsons of speed and economy
{ wxd pertmps because the Soviets 41d not expsct their precise locations to
become known), the Soviet ICHEMs are deployed in relatively smaller complexes
than those of the U5, with two or three lsunchers per site; only sbout s
third of the Soviets' 230 laumchers now operational or under comstruction
are tardened. So far as we can tell, all of the Boviet ICHMs now deployed
in silos must be 1ifted to the surface prior to lsamch. The Boviels gppear
to be twming to & dispersed single-silo mode of ICH{ deployment, but it
will be & lomg time before this sccounts for moat of thelr force.

£. The Soviet submarine-launched balllstic missile progrem bears
Iittle resezblance to the highly successful 08 Polaris program. Soviet
tellintic-missile sybmarines carry anly three ong, compared to 16 on
{8 ehips. The range of the Polaris ia eubstantl greater than the Boviet
ninsils, and only one or two of the existing Soviet fleet units can fire
while swhperged es the Polaris submarines do. The Soviets may convert
their ballistic-missile submarines to fire a longer-rangs wespon, but they
4o nbt sppear to be constructing any more submarines to fire bellistic
miegliles.

3. Although the US end Soviet ICEMs were compered and discussed in
the manner indicated ebove, the Chairmen 4id not ask for the estimates on
overall reliasbility of either the Soviet or B gystems. As & reault, no
direct comphrisons of oversll reliability were mede. The Chairman touched
an the mtsfile vs. menned bovber issue in passing, bul cslled for no dis-
cussion of the mstier.

L. The Chalrmen concluded the meeting with the observation that it
spperred that the US and Soviet ICHNe were sbout equally relisble and that
aven 1f only half of ihe Soviet ICBMs reached their targets in the U8 there
would 811l be terrible devsstation. This meant to him, he sald, that they
pust never be used. And this meant that the UB must remain strong end not
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